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WHAT IS CLAIMED: 

1 . A method of transferring data from/to an electronic device comprising: 
5 transferring data from/to an electronic device when a removable Subscriber 

Identity Module (SIM) that stores information used to register the electronic device 
with a wireless communications network is absent from the electronic device. 

2. A method according to Claim 1 further comprising: 

10 determining that the SIM is absent from the electronic device; and 

determining if a transfer mode is enabled to allow transferring data while the 
SIM is absent from the electronic device. 

3. A method according to Claim 2 further comprising: 

15 transferring data if the transfer mode is enabled and blocking transferring data 

if the transfer mode is disabled. 

4. A method according to Claim 2 wherein the step of determining if a 
transfer mode is enabled comprises: 

20 requesting input to the electronic device; 

receiving input to the electronic device via an input device associated with the 
electronic device; and 

determining if the received input enables transfer mode. 

25 5. A method according to Claim 1 wherein the step of transferring 

comprises transferring the data using a first communications channel that is separate 
from a second communications channel used to register the electronic device with the 
communications network. 

30 6. A method according to Claim 5 wherein the first communications 

channel is carried over at least one of an infrared communications link, a BlueTooth 
communications link, a USB interface, and an IEEE 802.1 1 communications link. 
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7. A method according to Claim 1 wherein the electronic device 
comprises a mobile cellular radiotelephone configured to register in a Global System 
for Mobile telecommunications compliant communications network. 

5 8. A method according to Claim 1 wherein the electronic device 

comprises a first electronic device, the method further comprising: 

determining, in the first electronic device, that the SIM is absent therefrom; 
determining if a transfer mode is enabled for the first electronic device to 
allow the transfer of data from/to a second electronic device while the SIM is absent; 
10 and 

transferring data from the first electronic device or receiving data from the 
second electronic device responsive to determining that the transfer mode is enabled 
for the first electronic device. 

15 9. A method according to Claim 8 wherein a second SIM that stores 

information used to register the second electronic device with the communications 
network is absent from the second electronic device while transferring data. 

10. A method according to Claim 1 further comprising: 

20 transferring the data while a SIM that stores information other than that used 

to register the electronic device with the communications network is present in the 
electronic device. 

11. A method according to Claim 1 wherein the data comprises data stored 
25 in non-volatile memory of the electronic device. 

12. A method according to Claim 1 1 wherein the data comprises at least 
one of contact information, schedule information, to-do information, e-mail 
information, web information, image information, audio information, and video 

30 information. 

13. A method according to Claim 1 1 wherein the data comprises excess 
data having a size that exceeds an unused storage capacity of the SIM. 
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14. A method according to Claim 1 wherein the electronic device 
comprises a unitary mobile cellular radiotelephone. 

1 5. An electronic device for transferring data comprising: 

5 a processor circuit configured to allow transfer of data from/to the electronic 

device when a removable Subscriber Identity Module (SIM) that stores information 
used to register the electronic device with a wireless communications network is 
absent from the electronic device. 

10 16. An electronic device according to Claim 15 wherein the processor 

circuit is configured to determine whether the SIM is present or absent from the 
electronic device, the electronic device further comprising: 

a registration circuit configured to register the electronic device with the 
communications network responsive to the processor circuit determining that the SIM 
15 is present; and 

a data transfer circuit configured to transfer data from/to the electronic device 
responsive to the processor circuit determining that the SIM is absent and a transfer 
mode is enabled to allow transferring data while the SIM is absent. 

20 17. An electronic device according to Claim 15 wherein the processor 

circuit is further configured to allow transfer of data if a transfer mode is enabled and 
the SIM is absent and to block the transfer of data if the transfer mode is disabled. 

1 8. An electronic device according to Claim 1 6 wherein the processor 
25 circuit is further configured to: 
request an input; 

receive input via an input device associated with electronic device; and 
determine if the received input enables transfer mode. 

30 19. An electronic device according to Claim 1 6 wherein the data transfer 

circuit is configured to transfer the data using a first communications channel; and 

wherein the registration circuit is configured to register the electronic device 
with the communications network using a second communications channel that is 
separate from the first communications channel. 
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20. An electronic device according to Claim 1 9 wherein the first 
communications channel is carried over at least one of an infrared communications 
link a BlueTooth communications link, a USB interface, and an IEEE 802.1 1 
communications link. 

21. An electronic device according to Claim 15 wherein the electronic 
device comprises a mobile cellular radio telephone configured to register in a Global 
System for Mobile telecommunications compliant communications network. 

22. An electronic device according to Claim 15 wherein the electronic 
device comprises a first electronic device, the processor circuit is further configured 
to: 

determine, in the first electronic device^ that the SIM is absent therefrom; 

determine if a transfer mode is enabled for the first electronic device to allow 
the transfer of data from/to a second electronic device while the SIM is absent; and 

transfer data from the first electronic device or receiving data from the second 
electronic device responsive to determining that the transfer mode is enabled for the 
first electronic device. 

23. An electronic device according to Claim 22 wherein a second SIM that 
stores information used to register the second electronic device with the 
communications network is absent from the second electronic device. 

24. An electronic device according to Claim 15 wherein the processor 
circuit is further configured to allow transfer the data while a SIM that stores 
information other than that used to register the electronic device with the 
communications network is present in the electronic device. 

25. An electronic device according to Claim 15 further comprising: 
a non-volatile memory configured to store the data outside the SIM. 

26. An electronic device according to Claim 25 wherein the excess data 
comprises at least one of contact information, schedule information, to-do 
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information, e-mail information, web information, image information, audio 
information, and video information. 

27. An electronic device according to Claim 25 wherein the excess data 
5 comprises excess data having a size that exceeds an unused storage capacity of the 

SIM. 

28. An electronic device according to Claim 15 wherein the electronic 
device comprises a unitary mobile cellular radiotelephone. 

10 

29. An electronic device for transferring data comprising: 

a processor circuit configured to allow transfer of user selectable data from a 
memory of an electronic device to an output therefrom when a removable Subscriber 
Identity Module (SIM) that stores information used to register the electronic device 
15 with a wireless communications network is absent from the electronic device. 

30. An electronic device according to Claim 29 wherein the user selectable 
data comprises at least one of audio information transferred to headphones coupled to 
the electronic device and video or image data transferred to a display of the electronic 

20 device that is selected by a user. 

31. A computer program product for transferring data from/to an electronic 
device, comprising: 

a computer readable medium having computer readable program code 
25 embodied therein, the computer readable program code comprising: 

computer readable program code configured to transfer data from/to an 
electronic device when a Subscriber Identity Module (SIM) that stores information 
used to register the electronic device with a wireless communications network is 
absent from the electronic device. 
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